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thereafter on the anniversary of that
date. For each range country, all of the
following information must be included
in the report.

(A) Recent distribution and popu-
lation data, and a description of the
methodology used to obtain such esti-
mates.

(B) Description of research projects
currently being conducted related to
the biology of the species in the wild,
particularly reproductive biology (for
example, age or size when animals be-
come sexually mature, number of
clutches per season, number of eggs per
clutch, survival of eggs, survival of
hatchlings).

(C) Description of laws and programs
regulating harvest, including approxi-
mate acreage of land set aside as nat-
ural reserves or national parks that
provide protected habitat for yacare
caiman.

(D) Description of current sustain-
able harvest programs, including
ranching (captive rearing of specimens
collected from the wild as eggs or juve-
niles) and farming (captive-breeding)
programs.

(BE) Current harvest quotas for wild
populations.

(F) Export data for the last 2 years.
Information should be organized ac-
cording to the source of specimens such
as wild-caught, captive-reared, or cap-
tive-bred.

(ii) Review and restrictions. The U.S.
Scientific Authority will conduct a re-
view every 2 years, using information
in the biennial reports and other avail-
able information, to determine whether
range country management programs
are effectively achieving conservation
benefits for the yacare caiman. Based
on the best available information, we
may restrict trade from a range coun-
try if we determine that the conserva-
tion or management status of threat-
ened yacare caiman populations has
changed, such that continued recovery
of the population in that country may
be compromised. Trade restrictions, as
addressed in paragraph (c)(4) of this
section, may be implemented based on
one or more of the following factors:

(A) Failure to submit the reports de-
scribed above, or failure to respond to
requests for additional information.
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(B) A change in range country laws
or regulations that lessens protection
for yacare caiman.

(C) A change in range country man-
agement programs that lessens protec-
tion for the species.

(D) A documented decline in wild
population numbers.

(E) A documented increase in poach-
ing.

(F) A documented decline in habitat
quality or quantity.

(G) Other natural or manmade fac-
tors affecting the species’ recovery.

(d) Blue-tailed mole skink (Eumeces
egregius lividus) and sand skink (Neoseps
reynoldsi). (1) No person shall take
these species, except in accordance
with applicable State fish and wildlife
conservation laws and regulations for
educational purposes, scientific pur-
poses, the enhancement or survival of
the species, zoological exhibition, and
other conservation purposes consistent
with the Act.

(2) Any violation of applicable State
fish and wildlife conservation laws or
regulations with respect to taking of
these species is also a violation of the
Endangered Species Act.

(3) No person shall possess, sell, de-
liver, carry, transport, ship, import, or
export, by any means whatever, any
such species taken in violation of ap-
plicable State fish and wildlife con-
servation laws or regulations.

(4) It is unlawful for any person to at-
tempt to commit, solicit another to
commit, or cause to be committed, any
offense defined in paragraph (c) (1)
through (3) of this section.

(5) Taking of these species for pur-
poses other than those described in
paragraph (c)(1) of this section, includ-
ing taking incidental to carrying out
otherwise lawful activities, is prohib-
ited except when permitted under
§§17.23 and 17.32.

(e) Desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassicii)—(1) Definition. For the pur-
poses of this paragraph (e) ‘‘desert tor-
toise”” shall mean any member of the
species Gopherus agassizii, whether
alive or dead, and any part, product,
egg, or offspring thereof, found outside
of Arizona (south and east of the Colo-
rado River) and Mexico, regardless of
natal origin or place of removal from
the wild.
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(2) Applicable provisions. The provi-
sions of §17.31-17.32 shall apply to any
desert tortoise subject to this para-
graph (e).

(f) Bog turtle (Clemmys muhlenbergii),
southern population—(1) Definitions of
terms. For the purposes of this para-
graph (f): Bog turtle of the southern
population means any member of the
species Clemmys muhlenbergii, within
Georgia, North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, Tennessee and Virginia, regard-
less of whether in the wild or captivity,
and also applies to the progeny of any
such turtle.

(2) Prohibitions. Except as provided in
paragraph (f)(3) of this section, the pro-
visions of Sec. 17.31 (a) and (b) of this
part applies to bog turtles of the south-
ern population (see also 50 CFR part
23).

(3) Take. Incidental take, that is,
take that results from, but is not the
purpose of, carrying out an otherwise
lawful activity, does not apply to bog
turtles of the southern population.

(g) [Reserved]

[42 FR 2076, Jan. 10, 1977, as amended at 43
FR 32809, July 28, 1978; 44 FR 59084, Oct. 12,
1979; 45 FR 17589, Mar. 19, 1980; 45 FR 78154,
Nov. 25, 1980; 48 FR 46336, Oct. 12, 1983; 50 FR
25678, June 20, 1985; 50 FR 45409, Oct. 31, 1985;
52 FR 21063, June 4, 1987; 52 FR 42662, Nov. 6,
1987; 55 FR 12191, Apr. 2, 1990; 61 FR 32366,
June 24, 1996; 62 FR 59622, Nov. 4, 1997; 66 FR
25879, May 4, 2000; 72 FR 48446, Aug. 23, 2007;
78 FR 38190, June 25, 2013]

§17.43 Special rules—amphibians.

(a) San Marcos salamander (Eurycea
nana). (1) All provisions of §17.31 apply
to this species, except that it may be
taken in accordance with applicable
State law.

(2) Any violation of State law will
also be a violation of the Act.

(b) Chiricahua leopard
(Lithobates chiricahuensis).

(1) What activities are prohibited? Ex-
cept as noted in paragraph (b)(2) of this
section, all prohibitions of §17.31 will
apply to the Chiricahua leopard frog.

(2) What activities are allowed on pri-
vate, State, or Tribal land? Incidental
take of the Chiricahua leopard frog
will not be considered a violation of
section 9 of the Act, if the take results
from livestock use at or maintenance
activities of livestock tanks located on
private, State, or Tribal lands. A live-

frog

50 CFR Ch. I (10-1-13 Edition)

stock tank is defined as an existing or
future impoundment in an ephemeral
drainage or upland site constructed
primarily as a watering site for live-
stock.

(c) California tiger
(Ambystoma californiense).

(1) Which populations of the California
tiger salamander are covered by this spe-
cial rule? This rule covers the Cali-
fornia tiger salamander (Ambystoma
californiense) rangewide.

(2) What activities are prohibited? Ex-
cept as noted in paragraph (c)(3) of this
section, all prohibitions of §17.31 will
apply to the California tiger sala-
mander.

(3) What activities are allowed on pri-
vate or Tribal land? Incidental take of
the California tiger salamander will
not be a violation of section 9 of the
Act, if the incidental take results from
routine ranching activities located on
private or Tribal lands. Routine ranch-
ing activities include, but are not lim-
ited to, the following:

(i) Livestock grazing according to
normally acceptable and established
levels of intensity in terms of the num-
ber of head of livestock per acre of
rangeland;

(ii) Control of ground-burrowing ro-
dents using poisonous grain according
to the labeled directions and local,
State, and Federal regulations and
guidelines (The use of toxic or suffo-
cating gases is not exempt from the
prohibitions due to their nontarget-
specific mode of action.);

(iii) Control and management of bur-
row complexes using discing and grad-
ing to destroy burrows and fill open-
ings;

(iv) Routine management and main-
tenance of stock ponds and berms to
maintain livestock water supplies
(This exemption does not include the
intentional introduction of species into
a stock pond that may prey on Cali-
fornia tiger salamander adults, larvae,
or eggs.);

(v) Routine maintenance or construc-
tion of fences for grazing management;

(vi) Planting, harvest, or rotation of
unirrigated forage crops as part of a
rangeland livestock operation;

(vii) Maintenance and construction of
livestock management facilities such

salamander
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